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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The sjjety-roon lockwood-kathews Mansion retains its original appear­ 
ance and internal structure with the exception of a conservatory which 
was destroyed a few years ago. The e::terior of the building consists 
of assyrnetrieal, alternating, recessed and projecting masses. The 
architectural details are the classically derived :;iot±p4s characteristic 
of Second Empire Style. The building is four__stories high and carries 

a mansard roof to-oped by finials and ironwork. There is a veranda on 
the south side of the building and a tower on the Southeast corner, 
while -an enormous porte-cochere carved with Le Grand Lockwood ! s initials 
in the keystone leads to the front door.

The construction of the nansion resseiibles that of a fortress. It 
has a double wall with a four-inch air space. The outer walls are 
hand-^cut Italian granite. The inner .walls -are trick. The roof is covered 
with black slate and tin.

rotunda, 
above th

room. All of trie rooms e;±dbit woodwork carving, elaborate id
patterns, and painted motifs. The vestibule has frescoed side walls 
and a groined frescoed ceiling. In the entrance hall four columns and 
four pilasters of mottled Florentine narble stand on an. inlaid narble 
floor. The dining room walls are frescoed and its celling is paneled 
and frescoed. The library, which has space for 3000 volumes, is one 
of the nost magnificent rooms. I .'ant el doors, door frames, and bookcases 
are of hand carved English and American walnut enbeU.ished with polished 
steel cabochon and strapwork orrianents In Elizabethan style. The 
ceiling Is coffered in black walnut panels with frescoed centers and 
the paper covering the walls simulates Moroccan leather. The floor 
marquetry consists of five different woods in geometric patterns.

nine large roons are upstairs as well: .as servants' roons. Judg-

variety of styles including Moorish, Italian, and Gothic. All bedroom 
suites were accompanied by elaborate dressing roons. There are four­ 
teen bathrooms featuring Italian narble counters, bronze, gilded or 
silver faucets, with bowls hand-painted to natch notifs in the adjoin­
ing roons. frescoed or raneled, .
several fireplaces in the bedrooms are nasterpieces of decorai^^-,art, 
post of then containing their original fenders and Irons. /o ' >P.f ''

v.>,
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Present and original physical 2

The servants 1 quarters continue up to the third floor. 
Four large rooms here have frescoes and marble fireplaces. The 
basement is finished with flagstone floors, plastered ceilings 

with arching brick supports and w .itewashed walls. The total 
area here is approximately 5200 square feet, including a storage 
vault, the bakery with brick ovens and fireplace, a refrigerator, 
wine cellars and bowling alleys,

From a pamphlet, ^^JjOcla-foojoV; 
Katheyfs Kansion lluseurn. published 
by the Junior League of Stamford- 
Norwalkj June, 1966.

Today most of the Loclcwood-vlathews estate Drovides headquarters 
and service areas for trie citj" of Korwalk, The one and one- 
half story lodge which housed the Loc-cwood family during the 
construction of the mansion has been turned into a Civil 
Defense Building, The stable provides offices for the city 
of Norv;alk, r'ost of the twenty-five acres are used as servic e- 
areas by the Norwalk Police Department. Recently the exterior 
of the mansion has been sandblasted and pointed. Repairs have 
been made to the windows, roof and gutters, and the conservatory 
has been demolished. The slate roof is in good condition. The 
interior has suffered some water damage, but most of the decay 
has been caught on time.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

aire, head of one of the wealthiest and most rex-utc 
of Mew York, and treasurer of the New York Stock Sb
he began construction of the Lockwood mansion. Pie chose as architect 
for his mansion Detlef Lienau, one of ths charter members of the Americ 
Institute of Architects. (The interiors are attributed to Leon karcott 
a well-known interior decorator.)Lienau was a Paris-trained architect w 
introduced the Second Erm)ire Style to the United States in the middle 
of the nineteenth century. In the design of the Lockwood mansion 
Leinau successfully satisfied the Victorian demand for the Dicturescue 
by combining the classical planning and embellishment characteristic 
of the Second Empire Style with the addition of a single tower and a 
large veranda. The Lockwood mansion is a prototype "of the Gliateauesoue 
building which characterized trie great mansions of the Gilded .-xge.

The Loc;cwood family was destined to enjoy the mansion for only a 
few years. Their fortune changed after the financial t>anic of 1869. 
hr. Lockwood died in 1£?2. The estate was sold in 18?6 to Charles

The "Lockwood-I-Iathews 1-Iansion" and 39 acres of land v:as then leased 
by the City of N onfall: for use as a park. In 1941 the State Legisla­ 
ture passed an enabling act allowing the city to issue bonds for S200 5 000 
to purchase the estate for l! a park...and improvement thereof." From 
1948 until 1963 it was called Veterans hemorial park,, a name now used 
for another local park.

or it.
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Pamphlets and recently published information about 
!• Hat hews Ilarisiori, Especially "The Loclrmood-llathews 
published by the Junior Lea,cue of Stai..f ord-Norv;alk

Ularcus Ahiffen, .American architecture since 1780:
St/rles. Cc?j.ibrid;3e: The IllT Press }

the Locla;ood- 
Ulansion Iluseurn".,
in. June, 1966. 
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Statement of significance (Lochwood-h^athews kar.S,,i,on).. ._

In January Iy62 a nubile haaring was held. Overwhelming opiaion 
i,Tas in favor of '^rerrorvlna the   .ansicn,   groin; of citizens iaen 
i'onnad Inn:: Common Interest Group of rorwalk, Inc., which led the 

,ttle for nrosei'Yatio;:, A volunteer guide service '.."as formed. In

There wore more hearings, arid in Novenuer 1962 the Common Council 
aut the -;an':ion question to cdvisory refcnendiua. Those in favor of 
rennvatin,a and v-'reservina the nancion for civic pur'ooses v/on 'the d.o.v, 
As a rerult alternate locx.tionn were considered f-vr the city hall. 
After the snrin," of 1963 alien the local fire a.arDhall and the building 
inspector declared the hnilaina closed to the public its restoration

Leapue lias been sup/ported in this undertahinp by the Kational Trust
frr Historic Preservation, the /unorican Institute of Architects,
the Kational Park Service, and the Connecticut Historical Coinyaission.

The mansion has an important cin.tural role in the city of 
rlorwalk because almost all traces of the city's colonial and ¥ic- 
torian Dast have disappeared. Then the building is restored, 
the Phiseuni corporation has planned an education program for 
elementary school to graduate level study, usinr: the historical 
buildinp as the starting noint for discussions of present problems 
and their origins in the nineteenth century, .is a study center 
for nineteenth century decorative arts and as a cultural center 
for Southwestern Connecticut and as a focus for cornntunity partici- 
nation In the arts -and. humanities nro/arams, the mansion will 
improve the quality of life for manj7" people. Its location in an 
urban renewal area in the city makes it easily accessible to 
some of the culturally disadvantaged people of lion-rail".
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